Late psychologic effects of a serious illness in childhood.
The results of psychologic testing and parent interviews showed that children who experience catastrophic illness between 2 and 5 years of age do not necessarily have severe adjustment problems at a later date. Only 2 of the 18 children studied, who are long-term survivors of childhood cancer, have been found to have moderately severe adjustment problems. The problems of these two children could be related to continuing stress within the family and are not necessarily caused by the child's illness.